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As they say, “when the going gets tough, the tough get going.”  Two years ago we had no idea what 
we were in for as the pandemic was just beginning.  Now, we look back on that time and to the 
beginning of the fifth semester of our schools facing these tough times, with ups and downs, always 
with the goal of educating our town’s children.  And still, our educators keep going. 
 
Glen Ridge is blessed by the dedication, hard work, and ingenuity of our teachers and administrators 
— all working diligently to provide the education students need and parents demand. The Glen 
Ridge Educational Foundation supports those Herculean efforts with funding for several important 
new and ongoing initiatives and we want to make sure you understand how highly teachers regard 
these projects. 
 

I love teaching and I love my students but it is so hard to provide the education to them that 
they need during our current situation.  Nothing prepared me for this!  I can’t tell you how 
much it means to me and my colleagues that the GREF has our backs and we are 
immensely thankful for all the ways you are enabling us to do our best.  It will change how I 
teach forever.   
 

During the pandemic the GREF has met every request providing 50 teachers with everything from 
the mundane like sand so every young student in the class could make their own, sanitary, fossil to 
the “OH WOW!” like a Swivl camera system that tracks a teacher around the classroom providing a 
more normal classroom presentation to their students at home.   
 
At the same time: 

 Eight teachers are taking graduate level classes on the Orton-Gillingham approach to teaching 
reading, presented in Glen Ridge, by Fairleigh Dickinson University; 

 High School students are able to pursue personal interests and advanced courses not offered in 
our small district taking varied courses like AP Music Theory, Criminology, and Java 
Fundamentals for Science and Engineering; 

 Funding was provided for a two-year Equity training program for teachers, administrators and 
students 

 
…and more…all funded by the Foundation. 
   
At this time of year many parents are eager to express their gratitude to school personnel who play 
an important role in their child's life and we ask you to consider that a donation to the Educational 
Foundation in that person's name would provide a meaningful and lasting acknowledgment.  
 
Gifts can be given by individual families or a group.  Either gesture is wonderful.  It not only 
recognizes a teacher’s impact but it also will enable the Foundation to continue funding important 
ongoing projects, as well as new ones, despite the cancellation last fall of the Ashenfelter 8K, the 
GREF’s major fundraiser  
 
Although the Foundation does not indicate the amount of your gift, each honoree you designate will 
receive an individual acknowledgment of your donation.  The Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization 
and your gift is deductible to the full extent of the law. 
 
Whether you choose to designate an individual(s) or make a general support donation, know that 
your gift will provide encouragement to the staff and enhance the learning opportunities of our town's 
students.  Approximately 75% of teachers, and virtually every student, are already benefitting from 
GREF funded, staff developed projects.                                        
   

HONOR AN EDUCATOR 
 

GENERAL DONATION 
 
 

Need more info? Here are descriptions of some current projects. 
 

Orton Gillingham Training:  Help for Struggling Readers (Fall 2020 thru Spring 2022) 
Recognized as the gold standard of literacy teaching, nine teachers from RAS, LAS, FAS and the 
Middle School/High School are now being trained in the Orton-Gillingham approach. The two-year 
program administered by Fairleigh Dickinson University utilizes a broad, multisensory approach to 
teaching reading and spelling that can be modified for individual or group instruction at all reading 
levels with auditory, visual and kinesthetic elements reinforcing one another. 
 
Pursuing Equity (Fall 2020 - ongoing) 
GREF is underwriting Glen Ridge’s participation in the Central Jersey Consortium for Excellence 
and Equity (CJCEE) at Monmouth University.  Comprised of administrators, teachers, support staff, 
parents, and students, the consortium shares ideas and strategies to help school districts enhance 
the well-being and academic success of all students, by eliminating the disparities in achievement 
and school engagement. 
https://www.monmouth.edu/school-of-education/centers-academies/cjcee/ 
 
Online Reading Assessment (2020-2022 school years) 
To help educators more accurately assess K-8 students’ reading ability in an online environment, 
GREF is funding Literably — a powerful online tool that identifies A-Z reading levels, diagnoses skill 
gaps, screens students for reading difficulties, and monitors progress.   
 
Emergent Needs (Spring & Fall 2020, Winter & Spring 2021) 
When schools turned on a dime to be 100% virtual in March and over a weekend, GREF offered to 
purchase whatever teachers needed to make the transition.  The offer was extended through fall, 
winter and into the spring with many more teachers making requests.  Extra monitors, document 
cameras, software, lap desks, a teacher tracking camera, and manipulatives that can be sanitized 
are examples of needs that have been met quickly. 
 
Virtual High School (Ongoing since 2011) 
Our commitment to fund the GRHS Virtual High School through 2023 will be honored, providing 
students with opportunities to take courses offered beyond Glen Ridge. Since GREF first funded the 
program nearly a decade ago, hundreds of students have been able to study a wide range of topics 
of interest, enhance their academic resume, and explore potential careers.  
 
 

Support education in Glen Ridge for today and tomorrow. 
 

Website:  theGREF.org 
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*If this link does not work go to https://form.jotform.com/203385643319155 
**If this link does not work go to https://form.jotform.com/202726492985164 
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